' troops’

NEW '1011hpproved For Release 2004/12/1

JLERALD TRIBU

Viet Crackdown?

By United Press Internationoal
WASHINGTON.
The crack  Viethamecse
Special Forces troops who
stormed Saigon's Buddish
pagodas Aug. 21 are sty be-
ing paid secretly by the U.S.
Central Intelligence Agency
which trained them for other

puiposes, highly  rellable
sources said yesterday.
CIO officials said the

apency would have no com-
ment on this report.

The sources said the
commander, tough,
police-trained Col. Le Quang
Tung receives $3 million an-
nually from secret ClA funds
for salaries and upkeep of hi.s
2,000 troops.

Col. Tung, who is also head

cof the presidential palace

seourity service, has assume
heavily inereased powers

* since the martial law declara-

tion of Aug, 21. He reported-
Iy takes erders directly fmm
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the  President's powerful
brother, Ngo Dinh Nhu.

Last Tuesday, Col. Tung
received his regular monthly
payment .of approximately
$250,000 from the CIO in
Saigon on schedule despite
publicly announced U.S. anger
over the wholesale airest of
Buddhists and other dissident
elements in which Col. Tung's
troops figured prominently,
the informants said.

The sources suid there was
bitter opposition from most
CIA men in South Viet Nam
to continuing the monthly
payments, which have been
for a year and a half,

The sources mid that dur-
ing a CIA sta’¥ meeting in

8aigon lust Mt xiay, all phe
members 1y z W ptrougly

opposed mmm \g th bay-
ments to Col, Y’m e3qt
for one maun 4y f-hedst-
edly vanied krev thp
going. 1, ! 4
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of the CIA Staff men left
the meeting Monday with the
impression that the pay-
ments would be cut off.

But at the meeting there
last’ Tuesday, the CIA staff
was informed that apparent-
ly on orders from Washing-
ton, the CIA was doing “busi-
ness as usual* with Col. Tung
and the payment went
through on schedule.

The sources, said that cre-
ation and support of Col.
Tung’s forces was never. a
part of ‘the normal UB

military assistance - program i

here. but was originally and
totally undertaken by the
CIlA,

The forces were armed mﬁh

CIA funds, and given the best
tr n Jungle !Ight.lng

. mn‘uert fla  operations
avajjable, !
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 very much to be able to con-

sassination and sabotqa.
sources sald. -

The sltuation in Ba
was reported quiet yest.erdly.,,_ S
although the bulk of 800 hiﬂh
school students.  arres K
Baturday remained in deterts
tion. Hundreds of i
milled around police ttlﬂw
secking thelr childrens’ pésif
lease, but they were meetml Lo
littie success. PR B 4
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Of Viet Aid Cut.. |

U. 8. foreign aid admintss’ RSN
trator David Bell warned | -
yesterday ‘that fgflure of
boum Virt Nam's. xovem»

ment to reform  its pallcles

id resalt in redu
U. 8. aid.

However, Mr. Bcll in
evigion interview (Issuep and |
Answerg, WABC-TV), aatd
that the quesiion of m; MG
restriction is not at ssug nows:

‘The.U. 8. #1s strongly de= ./

sirous to continue fn the dee
Jense of freedom,” in South~
-east Asia, he sald. “We want

-

tinueé to join in an effectiva
program to defeat the Come -
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